
Innovation Performance Contract
Main features of the Innovation Performance Contract scheme



The Innovation Performance Contract 
(IPC) scheme targets small and medium-
sized enterprises (SMEs), who are seeking 
to innovate collectively. Long term 
innovation projects are executed under 
the supervision of an SME association, 
acting as a consortium leader for the 
enterprises. The key concepts are 
cooperation and knowledge transfer.  

The scheme also offers SME associations 
financial support to explore international 
cooperation possibilities. This program 
allows the consortium leader to explore 
Dutch SME associations to cooperate 
with SME associations abroad.  

A brief summary of the scheme is given 
below. For more detailed information we 
refer to our website:  
www.agentschapnl.nl/ipc.  

Innovation Performance Contract 
Ten to twenty SMEs use the Innovation Performance Contract to 
execute both individual and collective innovation projects. The IPC 
scheme is under the supervision of a consortium leader. 
Throughout the two-year innovation project the key concepts are 
cooperation and knowledge transfer. Applications for an IPC 
project consist of an overarching plan drawn up by the consortium 
leader and the innovation plans of the IPC participants.  

The endorsement to IPC participants amounts to 40 percent of the 
eligible costs for executing the innovation plans, up to a maximum 
of 25.000 Euros. Each participant must spend  at least 20 percent of 
the total innovation budget on collective innovation projects. The 
consortium leader receives an endorsement of 3.000 Euros per 
participant (lump sum) for managing the IPC project.  

The eligible costs for participants in an IPC project are comprised 
of two parts: the hours put in by the IPC participant, at a fixed 
hourly rate of 60 Euros, and the other costs needed to execute the 
innovation plan. These other costs have to be at least 60 percent of 
the total costs needed tot execute the innovation plan.  

Tender criteria 
1. Degree of innovation 
2. Degree of mutual cooperation  

More detailed information about the criteria for tenders is to be 
found on the website www.agentschapnl.nl/ipc  

Applications are evaluated and ranked, based on the two tender 
criteria. NL Agency subsidizes the highest ranked applications until 
the budget is depleted.  

Exploration of international cooperation 
In the Exploration of international cooperation, a Dutch consor-
tium leader explores the possibilities of working with at least one 
similar organizations (SME association) from another country. The 
result is a collective research plan, which will benefit the entire 
branch. When the research plan is completed, one or more research 
organizations can be hired to execute the research plan. The results 
of the research will be made available to the entire branch.  

The duration is no more than twenty months following the 
application. The endorsement amounts to 50 percent of the eligible 
costs, up to a maximum of 150.000 Euros.  

NL Agency and Syntens 
Applications for the IPC scheme are processed and evaluated by NL 
Agency. NL Agency works in cooperation with Syntens, the innova-
tion network for entrepreneurs. It is possible for consortium leaders 
and participating enterprises to involve Syntens in supporting their 
IPC projects. Syntens can deploy her network and experts in both 
the application phase and the execution phase. 
For more information: Syntens, contact person: 
ir. Arianne Bijma, telephone +31 (0)88 444 00 17. 
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NL Agency is a department of the Dutch ministry of Economic Affairs
that implements government policy for sustainability, innovation, and
international business and cooperation. NL Agency is the contact point
for businesses, educational institutions and government bodies for
information and advice, financing, networking and regulatory matters.

A great degree of care has been taken in the preparation of this document.
In an effort to improve legibility, certain passages containing legal
terminology have been reproduced here in a simplified form. In some
instances, these passages form part of, or appear in, extracts of actual
legislation. No rights may be derived from this brochure, or from any
of the examples contained herein, nor may NL Agency be held liable
for the consequences arising from the use thereof. This publication may
not be reproduced, in whole, or in part, in any form, without the prior
written consent of the publisher.


